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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


No  one  ought  to  be  more  conscious  of  the  imperfections  of  a  sermon 
than  the  writer.  Probably  if  he  were  to  select  the  discourses  which 
he  would  wish  to  print,  it  would  not  generally  be  those  whose  publi¬ 
cation  was  asked  for.  It  is  some  incident  which  is  of  interest  at  the 
moment,  which  occasionably  makes  it  desirable  to  seek  a  larger  au¬ 
dience  than  may  be  found  in  a  church  of  a  Sunday  morning.  It  is 
the  case  with  the  present  sermon.  But  the  author  gives  it  to  the 
press  with  scarcely  the  alteration  of  a  word.  It  expresses  his  deli¬ 
berate  convictions.  And  it  is  these  which,  it  appeared  to  some  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  College  who  heard  it,  should  be  known.  The  author 
is  equally  as  willing  that  they  should  be  published  whenever  it  is  de¬ 
sirable. 

It  may  be  well  to  add  that  All  Saints’  Day  is  one  of  special  com¬ 
memoration  at  x\nnandale.  The  donor  of  the  Chapel  imposed  only 
one  condition,  which  is,  that  he  may  have  the  selection  of  the  offici¬ 
ating  clergyman  for  that  day.  As  it  occurred  on  Sunday  the  present 
year,  it  was  not  thought  desirable  to  exercise  even  that  right,  and  the 
duties,  therefore,  devolved  upon  the  Warden  of  the  College,  who  is 
the  Pastor  of  the  Church.  As  he  had  intended  to  make  these  remarks 
on  the  Sunday  after  his  appointment,  but  was  prevented,  he  embraced 
the  Festival  of  All  Saints  as  a  fitting  occasion. 


St.  Stephen’s  College,  November  5th,  1863. 


R.  B.  F. 


SERMON. 


Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world. — •St.  Matthew  v:  14. 

It  is  a  blessed  consideration  that  every  Christian 
may  be  of  some  use  in  the  world.  He  not  only 
lives  for  himself,  he  lives  for  others.  He  lias  not 
only  in  himself  “  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into 
everlasting  life,”  from  which  the  thirst  of  his  own 
heart  may  find  relief,  but  he  is  himself  a  light,  “  a 
city  that  is  set  on  a  hill.”  He  is  a  source  from 
which  light  and  love  and  power  are  proceeding  to 
convey  their  benefits  to  others.  It  is  one  of  the 
great  characteristics  of  the  life  of  our  Lord  that  he 
“went  about  doing  good.”  And  he  “left  us  an 
example  that  we  should  follow  his  steps.”  And 
he  not  only  left  the  example,  but  his  religion  gives 
us  the  heart  and  the  will  to  do  good.  It  is  felt  to 
be  a  contradiction  in  terms  to  sav  a  mean  Christ- 
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ian,  a  selfish  Christian,  a  miserly  Christian,  for 
the  term  Christian  at  once  conveys  the  idea  of 
honor  and  benevolence  and  love.  The  Christian 
is  a  centre  and  a  source  of  power  which  appeals  to 
the  affections  and  takes  captive  the  heart.  Wher¬ 
ever  there  are  human  hearts,  therefore,  the  Christ¬ 
ian  can  find  a  field  in  which  he  may  be  useful, 
where  his  light  may  shine,  and  where  his  love 
and  benevolence  may  go  out  to  make  their  power 
to  be  felt. 

Our  Lord  in  his  discourses  has  not  given  us  a 
picture  which  is  more  repulsive  than  that  of  the 
man  to  whom  the  one  talent  was  given,  who  is 
destitute  of  faith,  in  whose  heart  there  is  no  love, 
who  murmurs  and  complains,  and  endeavors  to 
throw  back  upon  his  benevolent  Creator  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  his  actions  and  of  his  condition. 
The  very  characteristic  of  the  renewed  nature, 
which  it  was  the  mission  of  the  Son  of  God  to 
confer,  was  wanting.  It  is  the  picture  of  human¬ 
ity  unredeemed,  abandoned  to  itself,  and  66  without 
God  in  the  world.”  And  you  observe,  therefore, 
that  this  unbelieving  man  sees  no  one  but  himself, 
that  the  afiectidns  are  dormant,  and  that  he  is 
utterly  selfish. 

But  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  one  of  the  charac- 


7 


teristics  of  those  who  are  mentioned  in  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles,  when  they  have  become  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  redeeming  grace,  when  they  have  been 
added  to  the  church  as  the  saved,  that  they  are 
“  of  one  heart  and  of  one  soul,”  and  have  66  all 
things  common.”  It  seems  to  be  the  first  thing 
with  them  that  as  they  have  received  good  so 
they  are  to  do  good  to  others ;  as  they  have  66  re¬ 
ceived  the  gift,  even  so  to  minister  the  same  one 
to  another,  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace 
of  God.”  And  you  find  it  all  through  the  New 
Testament  to  be  the  mark  of  the  Christian  that 
he  is  like  God  in  love,  in  benevolence,  in  doing 
good,  in  conferring  benefits  upon  men.  It  is  the 
evidence  of  faith,  and  that  he  is  a  “  partaker  of 
the  divine  nature.”  It  is  the  characteristic  on 
which  St.  John  especially  dwells,  and  from  which 
he  would  have  us  infer  the  genuineness  of  the 
Christian  principle  and  union  with  the  Incarnate 
Lord,  that  we  “  love  the  brethren ;  ”  and  when  St. 
John  gave  this  test  he  was  but  drawing  from  the 
picture  which  our  blessed  Lord  gave  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  scene.  The  reward  of  eternal  life  was  given 
to  those  who  had  clothed  the  naked  and  fed  the 
hungry;  for  the  judge  says,  “  inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
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ye  have  done  it  unto  me.”  It  was  the  evidence  of 
the  renewed  nature,  and  of  the  “  love  of  God 
which  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  which  is  given  unto  us.”  It  was  this  which 
made  them  to  abound  in  works  of  love,  and  which 
showed  their  relationship  to  the  Lord  of  life  and 
glory.  There  is  no  picture  which  is  drawn  in  the 
New  Testament  of  the  Christian  character,  of  the 
traits  of  the  renewed  nature,  which  more  engages 
the  heart  and  excites  our  admiration,  than  that  of 
St.  Paul’s  description  of  love,  of  Christian  charity, 
in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians.  There  is  nothing  which  presents  the 
beauties  of  redeeming  grace  in  a  more  engaging 
light  than  the  effects  which  it  thus  produces  in 
the  human  heart. 

And  it  is  the  fruit  which  Christianity  has  been 
producing  from  the  time  of  its  birth  in  Judea  down 
to  our  own  day.  It  was  the  first  trait  which  struck 
the  heathen  world  when  they  exclaimed,  “see  how 
these  Christians  love  one  another.”  It  was  their 
unselfishness.  It  was  their  desire  to  spread  peace 
and  joy,  and  to  make  men  happy.  It  was  the 
sacrifices  which  were  made  for  the  sake  of  making 
others  partakers  of  the  benefit  which  was  brought 
down  from  heaven.  St.  Paul  appealed  to  his 
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Corinthian  converts  as  evidences  of  the  truth  of 
the  religion  which  he  was  preaching.  They  were 
his  epistles,  “  known  and  read  of  all  men.”  They 
were  exhibiting  fruits  which  could  spring  from  no 
other  source  than  that  of  the  divine  love  implanted 
in  the  heart.  No  love,  but  such  as  was  exhibited 
in  the  life  of  our  Lord,  could  have  borne  such  fruits 
and  have  done  such  deeds  as  these  Christians  were 
bearing  and  were  doing.  And  the  same  was  true 
in  every  age,  and  is  true  of  our  own  age.  Christ¬ 
ian  love  has  borne  its  fruits  in  every  age,  from  St. 
Paul  down  to  the  present  day.  As  you  bring  up 
in  review  the  deeds  of  benevolence,  heroic  acts  for 
the  purpose  of  making  others  happy  and  making 
the  world  better,  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  bringing 
in  charity  and  taking  away  sorrow ;  as  you  look 
at  institutions  for  alleviating  the  pains  and  griefs 
and  wants  of  suffering  humanity,  such  as  hospitals 
and  retreats  and  asylums ;  as  you  cast  your  eyes 
back  on  the  noble  structures  which  have  been 
reared  and  sustained  through  long  ages  for  spread¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  of  peace,  and  its  hand-maid  Christ¬ 
ian  learning  and  Christian  training,  where,  I  ask 
you,  have  all  these  found  their  origin  but  in  Christ¬ 
ian  faith  and  in  Christian  charitv  ?  You  see  all 
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that  love  has  not  died  out,  because  that  love  has 
exerted  its  power  in  every  age  and  in  every  land. 

We  are  very  apt  to  talk  of  the  degeneracy  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  We  are  very  apt  to  be  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  want  of  consistency  and  love  which  the 
followers  of  our  Lord  are  exhibiting,  and  we  think 
that  goodness  and  love  are  almost  things  of  the 
past.  We  talk  sometimes  as  if  it  could  only  be 
said  of  the  first  days  of  the  faith  that  Christians 
loved  one  another.  But  if  you  will  cast  your  eyes 
over  the  deeds  of  Christian  charity  which  have 
lighted  up  every  age  and  every  land,  and  which 
never  abounded  in  a  greater  degree  in  the  world 
than  they  do  to-day,  you  must  see  that  it  is  only 
in  the  spirit  of  the  prophet,  who  thought  that  he 
only  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  that  we  ex¬ 
claim  that  charity  was  confined  to  the  primitive 
days.  Thank  God,  my  brethren,  that  Christian 
light  and  Christian  charity  have  never  gone  out. 
They  have  in  every  age  burned  brightly  and  have 
enlightened  a  darkened  world,  and  have  established 
peace  in  the  midst  of  a  sinful  world.  The  good 
which  you  see  in  the  world,  the  holy  deeds,  are 
our  epistles  known  and  read  of  all  men.  They 
are  the  evidences  of  the  divine  power  which  is  in 
Christianity,  and  which  works  in  the  saints  of  God, 
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renewing  the  heart  and  making  men  “  partakers  of 
the  divine  nature.”  The  charity,  the  benevolence, 
the  sympathy,  the  desire  for  the  melioration  of 
humanity,  and  the  improvement  of  the  world, 
which  you  see,  arise  from  Christian  love.  When 
men  are  willing  to  spend  their  wealth  on  objects 
and  institutions  and  in  employments,  which  will  . 
make  the  poor  happy,  which  will  dispel  ignorance, 
and  which  will  reform  vice,  there  is  Christian  love. 
When  men  and  women  are  willing  to  forgo  places 
of  honor  and  of  delicacy  and  devote  themselves  to 
doing  good,  to  leading  men  to  fountains  of  living 
water,  to  clothing  and  instructing  and  leading  for¬ 
ward  the  young  to  lives  of  respectability  and  godli¬ 
ness,  you  can  have  no  doubt  but  that  Christian 
love  .still  exists;  and  that,  even  if  there  are  draw¬ 
backs,  it  can  still  be  said  :  “  see  how  these  Christ¬ 
ians  love  one  another.”  For  these  deeds  do  not 
spring  Irom  any  other  source  than  the  love  which 
has  been  inspired  into  the  hearts  of  men  from  the 
fountain  of  life  and  glory. 

Now  these  thoughts  I  think  come  up  naturally 
on  All  Saints  Day,  when  you  have  read  the  gospel 
in  the  communion  service.  Our  Lord  is  pronounc¬ 
ing  his  blessing  on  certain  traits  of  character 
which  exist  in  his  disciples.  It  is  these  traits 
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which  show  that  they  are  his  disciples,  and  which 
maintain  them  in  that  relationship.  The  numera¬ 
tion  of  those  virtues  is  closed  by  the  declaration 
that  such  disciples  are  “  the  light  of  the  world,  are 
a  city  set  on  a  hill.”  The  gospel  then  shows  us 
who  in  the  estimation  of  the  church  are  saints,  and 
whom  she  commemorates  and  holds  up  as  an  ex¬ 
ample,  and  for  whom  she  blesses  God.  It  is  such 
as  have  shown  the  virtues  and  traits  which  I  have 
named.  It  is  they  whose  Christian  love  has 
found  expression  in  holy  deeds,  whose  light  has 
shined  out  into  the  world,  whose  hearts  have  de¬ 
vised  liberal  things,  who  have  lived  to  make  others 
happy,  who  have  spread  around  them  a  divine 
radiance,  whose  characters  have  removed  and  ef¬ 
faced  some  of  the  awful  stains  which  sin  has  made. 
If  the  church  has  had  eminent  saints  who  have 
illustrated  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  Christian 
faith,  for  whom  she  makes  special  commemorations, 
so  she  does  not  forget  that  long  list,  to  which  there 
are  constant  additions,  of  holy  men  and  holy  women, 
who  in  their  day  have  been  bright  and  shining 
lights,  who  have  helped  to  make  the  world  better, 
and  who » have  left  behind  them  a  name  which 

other  ages  shall  call  blessed. 

When  the  Church  keeps  All  Saints’  Day  she  is 
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doing  two  things :  she  is  blessing  God  for  the 
effects  of  his  grace,  that  it  has  wrought  effectually 
in  the  hearts  of  these  holy  persons,  that  it  has 
accomplished  that  for  which  it  was  sent. 

In  the  next  place  she  is  commemorating  their 
works  as  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
religion,  that  it  has  accomplished  what  it  promised, 
that  it  has  given  what  it  offered,  that  it  has  re¬ 
deemed  man  and  made  him  a  saint,  and  fitted  him 
for  an  eternity  of  happiness  and  of  bliss. 

“  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.”  It  is  because 
the  principles  of  this  religion  are  such  as  are  suited 
to  the  wants  of  our  nature  and  to  our  circumstan¬ 
ces  and  conditions,  that  we  are  able  to  be  centres 
and  sources  of  light  and  holiness.  “  Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world,”  because  God  has  shined  into 
your  hearts.  As  “  every  good  gift  and  every  per¬ 
fect  gift  is  from  above  and  cometh  down  from  the 
Father  of  lights,”  so  this  grace  which  has  put  it  into 
your  hearts  to  do  good,  is  from  above,  and  is  that 
which  unites  you  to  your  Creator  and  Saviour. 

But  I  said  in  the  beginning  that  it  was  a  blessed 
consideration  that  every  Christian  may  be  of  some 
use  in  the  world,  because  attainments  in  grace  are 
within  the  reach  of  every  one.  You  are  none  of 
you  required  to  do  what  God  has  not  given  you 
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the  power  to  do.  You  are  only  required  to  walk 
worthy  of  your  calling,  to  fulfil  your  duties,  and  to 
do  good  within  the  sphere  in  which  you  are  placed 
It  is  there  where  you  are  to  be  a  light,  and  where 
you  are  to  let  your  light  shine.  You  do  not  have 
to  search  far  for  opportunities  of  doing  good.  They 
are  always  at  hand.  They  are  always  to  be  found 
in  the  family  and  in  the  daily  walk.  As  parents 
and  neighbors  and  citizens,  you  can  be  lights  in 
the  little  world  in  which  you  move.  Your  light 
will  shed  around  a  divine  radiance,  which  shall 
light  others  on  their  way,  and  which  shall  carry 
peace  into  the  abodes  of  misery  and  vice.  Doing 
good  does  not  consist  in  great  achievements.  It 
consists  in  making  others  happy,  in  gaining  the 
heart,  and  opening  the  affections,  and  bringing 
men  into  contact  with  a  good  which  shall  satisfy 
the  wants  of  their  nature. 

The  noble  Christian  enterprise,  in  which  we 
here  are  all  permitted  to  be  partakers,  can  not  but 
come  up  before  our  minds  to  day.  In  founding 
it,  and  sustaining  it,  and  carrying  it  on,  in  all  the 
various  functions  which  may  pertain  to  each  one 
of  us,  we  are  performing  our  parts  as  “  the  light 
of  the  world.”  This  church  and  this  college  are 
sources  from  which  light  and  truth  may  proceed 
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to  bless  this  neighborhood,  and  from  which  those 
shall  go  forth  who  shall  bear  their  parts  in  making 
others  happy  and  preparing  them  for  the  eternal 
good. 

This  enterprise  had  humble  beginnings,  but  it 
has  every  year  gone  on  and  increased.  It  has 
grown  brighter  and  sent  out  more  light.  It  is 
every  year  becoming  stronger,  and  showing  more 
vitality  and  capability  of  doing  its  appointed  task. 
It  has  gathered  in  from  this  neighborhood  a  host 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  and  brought  them 
into  conditions  of  peace,  peace  with  the  wTorld,  peace 
with  themselves,  peace  with  God.  I  might  ask  the 
most  of  you,  who  are  here  to  day,  whether  there 
is  any  consideration  which  would  induce  you  to 
undo,  if  you  could,  the  past  nine  years,  and  restore 
things  as  they  were  ?  Do  you  not  find  a  personal 
pleasure  and  a  personal  happiness  in  the  work  for 
which  you  have  reason  to  bless  God,  and  pray  that 
it  may  go  on  ?  Has  it  not  brought  to  many  a  heart 
the  peace  and  joy  of  believing? 

This  college  is  another  work,  which,  if  rightly 
conducted,  can  not  fail  to  furnish  men  who  will 
go  out  into  the  world  after  the  example  of  the 
Master  and  “  do  good,”  be  sources  and  centres  of 
happiness  to  many  a  man  for  time  and  for  eternity. 
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I  allow  you  that  all  this  work  may  be  marred, 
may  fail  by  mismanagement  and  imprudence. 
When  I  look  at  the  work  and  see  its  magnitude 
and  importance  I  am  happy  that  I  am  here  by  no 
act  of  my  own,  but  by  the  partial  consideration  and 
kindness  of  others.  But  being  appointed  to  the 
office  I  shall  not  shrink  either  from  the  work  which 
is  demanded,  or  the  responsibility  which  is  involved. 
No  one  has  a  right  to  undertake  any  such  work 
who  is  not  willing  to  assume  both.  No  apology 
can  avail  as  an  excuse  for  refusing  to  do,  according 
to  the  ability  which  is  given,  the  work  which  is 
undertaken. 

This  church  is  your  parish  church.  It  was 
erected  for  this  specific  purpose.  That  it  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  the  College  as  the 
college  chapel  was  never  intended  to  divert  it  from 
its  purpose  as  your  parish  church.  It  is  your 
spiritual  home,  where  it  is  both  your  privilege  and 
your  right  to  come.  I  state  this  particularly, 
because  I  am  informed  that  some  misapprehension 
exists  on  this  part.  In  accepting  the  Wardenship 
of  the  college  I  counted  the  cost  of  the  work  which 
here  devolves  upon  me.  And  it  was  because  I  saw 
its  magnitude  and  its  importance,  with  respect  to 
your  eternal  welfare,  that  I  chiefly  hesitated.  But 
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I  acknowledge  tlie  relationship  of  Pastor  to  you, 
and  according  to  the  ability  given  me,  I  will  fulfill 
it,  and  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  look  after 
your  spiritual  wants,  and  to  minister  to  you  with 
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the  same  diligence  that  I  should,  were  I  here  only 
in  this  relation. 

I  look  upon  the  church  as  the  place  above  all 
others  where  joy  and  peace  and  happiness  may  be 
found,  where  you  may  leave  the  world  behind  you, 
and  where  you  may  find  your  highest  consolation. 
It  ought  to  be  the  place  whose  associations  are 
those  of  the  highest  happiness  and  the  deepest  joy. 
If  I  do  not  contribute  something  towards  making 
it  such  to  you,  it  will  not  be  for  the  want  of  the 
will ;  it  will  only  he  for  the  want  of  the  ability. 

The  college  is  another  important  work  which 
should  contribute  something  towards  making  this 
parish  as  such  more  efficient.  I  appreciate  the 
honor  as  well  as  the  responsibility  of  being  its  head. 
Its  relation  to  this  church,  however,  is  all  that  I 
wish  to  speak  of  at  the  present.  The  college  is 
recognized  by  the  Convention  of  the  diocese  as  a 
Diocesan  Institution.*  The  diocese  has  thus  be- 

*  The  following,  among  other  resolutions  relating  to  the  college, 
was  adopted  by  the  Convention  in  1859. 

“  Resolved,  That  this  convention  recognizes  the  Training  School 
and  College  at  Annandale  as  a  Diocesan  Institution,  and  worthy  of 
the  confidence  and  patronage  of  Churchmen.” 
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come  responsible  for  it.  If  it  is  successful  the 
church  will  not  fail  to  point  to  it  with  becoming 
satisfaction ;  and  if  it  is  not  successful  she  will 
justly  hold  those  to  whom  it  is  entrusted  responsi¬ 
ble.  Now  it  appears  to  me  to  be  very  plain  that 
the  services  of  this  church  ought  to  correspond 
with  those  which  are  generally  recognized  in  the 
diocese.  No  individual  peculiarities  ought  to  be 
seen  here.  No  usages  or  customs  ought  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  which  would  debar  any  from  officiating  in 
it,  or  enjoying  its  services.  I  am  happy  to-day  to 
say  that  I  am  not  conscious  of  any  such  custom 
existing.  It  is  my  wish,  so  to  conduct  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  this  church,  that  no  student  shall  go  from 
this  college  and  exhibit  liturgical  or  other  eccen¬ 
tricities,  which  he  will  attribute  to  the  teaching 
that  he  received  here.  It  entirely  corresponds 
with  my  views  to  conduct  the  services  as  they  are 
generally  conducted  in  this  diocese. 

These  are  the  principles  and  the  views  which 
shall  guide  me  in  conducting  this  noble  Christian 
enterprise.  And  in  doing  so  I  have  certainly  no 
misgivings  about  your  generous  treatment  and 
consideration.  With  God’s  blessing  upon  us,  I 
trust  that  we,  while  we  are  spared,  and  that  those 
who  shall  come  after  us,  may  be  able  to  see  a 
steady  and  healthy  increase  and  enlargement,  that 
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the  work  will  go  on  and  contribute  something  to¬ 
wards  doing  the  world  good,  that  many  will  have 
cause  to  associate  with  it  their  highest  joys  and 
their  holiest  hopes. 

Thus  shall  we  be  permitted  to  fulfill  the  functions 
which  pertain  to  us  as  Christians,  to  be  “  the  light 
of  the  world.”  May  that  light,  through  our  in¬ 
strumentality,  fall  upon  many  a  darkened  heart; 
may  it  guide  many  a  wanderer  into  the  way  of 
peace ;  may  it  illumine  many  a  faithful  soul  as  it 
goes  down  to  “the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death.” 
May  God  bestow  upon  us  the  high  honor  of  being  his 
co workers  here  on  earth,  and  of  joining  the  great 
army  of  the  saints  who  have  been  washed  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb. 


* 


